
S
o

m
e

 d
e

scrib
e

 it a
s 

‘go
lf w

ith
 a

 sh
o

tg
u

n’, a
n

d
 so

m
e

 say it’s like
 b

ird
h

u
n

tin
g

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e

 feath
e

rs a
n

d
 d

og
s.   C

o
m

e
 a

n
d

 find
 o

u
t fo

r yo
u
rse

lf at
P

P
LT

s first a
n

nu
a

l S
p

o
rtin

g
 C

lays S
h

o
o

t o
n

 S
u

n
d

a
y, Ju

ly 2
3

.  P
ro

ce
e

d
s w

ill
su

p
p

o
rt P

P
LT

s h
ab

itat co
n

se
rvatio

n
 e

ffo
rts in

 th
e

 H
e

le
n

a
 a

r
e

a
.  “W

h
at a

g
re

at w
ay to

 co
m

b
in

e
 th

e
 o

u
td

o
o

r in
te

r
e

sts o
f h

u
n

te
rs w

ith
 a

 fu
n

 fu
n

d
raise

r
th

at h
e

lp
s co

n
se

rve
 w

ild
 p

la
ce

s”, sa
id

 D
ia

n
e

 B
oyd

, L
a

n
d

 P
rote

ctio
n

C
o

o
rd

in
ato

r fo
r P

P
LT.  T

h
e

 eve
n

t w
ill ta

ke
 p

la
ce

 at th
e

 Z
 B

a
r Z

 S
p

o
rtin

g
C

lays fa
cility n

e
a

r M
a

rysville
 from

 1
0

 –
 1

 p
m

.
S

p
o

rtin
g

 C
lays is a

n
 excitin

g
 a

n
d

 cha
lle

n
g

in
g

 clay ta
rge

t sh
o

o
tin

g
ga

m
e

 d
e

sig
n

e
d

 to
 simulate

 sh
o

o
tin

g
 in

 th
e

 field
.  S

tatio
n

s a
re se

t u
p

 a
lo

n
g

 a
d

e
sig

n
ate

d
 co

u
rse

 in
 n

atu
ra

l su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
s w

ith
 la

u
n

che
d

 clay ta
rge

ts th
at

m
im

ic th
e

 p
ath

s o
f in

co
m

in
g

 d
u

cks, ro
cke

tin
g

 gro
u

se
 a

n
d

 run
n

in
g

 rabb
its.

T
h

is eve
n

t w
ill b

e
 a

 ‘fu
n

 sh
o

o
t’ so

 we
 e

n
co

u
rage

 eve
ryo

n
e, fro

m
 b

eg
in

n
e

rs
to

 se
a

so
n

e
d

 sh
o

o
te

r
s, to

 p
a

rticip
ate.  E

xp
e

rie
n

ce
d

 sh
o

o
te

r
s a

n
d

 g
u

n
 sa

f
e
ty

p
e
rso

n
n

e
l w

ill b
e

 o
n

 h
a

n
d

 to
 a

ssist f
irst-tim

e
 sh

o
o

te
rs. Th

is is a
n

 exce
lle

n
t

o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity to
 p

ra
ctice

 for h
u

n
tin

g
 se

a
so

n
 a

n
d

 to
 h

e
lp

 P
ric

kly Pe
a

r L
a

n
d

T
ru

st p
ro

te
ct w

ild
life h

ab
itat.  T

h
e

 co
st is $

7
5

 p
e

r sh
o

o
te

r a
n

d
 in

c
lu

d
e

s th
e

 u
se

 o
f

 th
e

 fa
cility, 1

0
0

 ta
rge

ts, d
o

o
r

p
rize

s, a
n

d
 a

 p
icn

ic lu
n

ch.  S
p

o
n

so
rsh

ip
s a

re ava
ilable.  Fo

r m
o

re
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

, visit o
u

r web
site

 at
w

w
w.p

ricklyp
e

a
rlt.o

rg
 o

r ca
ll th

e
 o

ffice
 at 4

4
2

-0
4

9
0

. - D
ia

n
e

 B
oyd, L

a
n

d
 P

rote
ctio

n
 C

o
o

rd
in

a
to

r

A
im

ing F
or C

onservation!

W
elcom

e to Maggie E
ngler, new

 D
evelopm

ent D
irector w

ith
P

P
LT

!  B
orn and raised in M

innesota,
 M

aggie received her
B.S. degree from

 the U
niversity of W

isconsin-S
tevens Point.

S
h

e
 wa

s th
e

 H
e

a
d

 N
atura

list fo
r th

e
 B

ay B
e

a
ch W

ild
life

S
anctuary in G

reen B
ay.

S
he then headed w

est to the B
lack H

ills of S
outh D

akota, her
hom

e for the next 16 years.  S
he worked for C

uster S
tate Park,

spent 10 years doing educational work w
ith the S

D
 D

ivision
of W

ildlife, and then worked for the Rocky M
ountain E

lk
Foundation as their regional director in S

outh D
akota.

M
aggie and her husband,

 B
ret, m

oved to M
ontana in July of

2004, w
here M

aggie continued to work for the R
M

E
F

 as the
D

irector of E
ducation.  B

ret runs his ow
n environm

entally
friendly logging and excavating business from

 their hom
e in

A
lberton w

ith his son, G
reg. The three dogs, cat, and three

S
panish B

arb hor
ses round out the fam

ily. M
aggie loves to

ga
rd

e
n

, w
o

rk w
ith

 th
e

 h
o

rse
s,

h
ike, h

u
n

t, b
ird

 w
atch

, ca
n

o
e,

cam
p and fish.

E
xcite

d
 to

 b
e

 in
 H

e
le

n
a

 a
n

d
w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r P
P

LT, M
agg

ie
 is

ready to m
eet new

 people and
explore new

 places.

P
rickly Pear Land Trust welcom

es Heather N
ese as the

A
dm

inistrative S
ervices C

oordinator.  H
eather was born

and raised in M
issoula which cultivated her appreciation

for protecting open space
.

A
fter working as a retail office m

anager for six years, then
as a secretary in a parish office for eight years, she know

s
the ins and outs of m

anaging a nonprofit office.
H

eather loves to be outside, enjoys cooking and  r
eading,

especially historical fiction about M
ontana, and spending

tim
e w

ith fam
ily and friends.

H
eather and her husband B

ill ha
ve two sons, four-year-

old W
illiam

 and eight-m
onth-old J

am
es, plus Faolan, the

border collie and two cats, A
siago and Reggie. They are

all excited about the m
ore relaxed pace of H

elena and
look forw

ard to using the S
outh H

ills 
Trails frequently, as

there is a trailhead right behind their
hom

e.
H

eather is excited to be at P
P

LT
 and

looks forw
ard to the m

any projects that
lie ahead, keeping H

elena a wonderful
place to live by protecting land close to
hom

e.

T
he Land Trust Lands Tw

o M
issoulians!

T
hank You M

ontana S
tate E

m
ployees!

P
rickly Pear has recently gotten word that S

tate of M
ontana

em
ployees think pretty highly of our work! W

e were the
nonprofit organization that received the m

ost pledges through
the S

tate E
m

ployees’ C
haritable G

iving C
am

paign in 2005.
T

hank you one and all!.
 - M

aggie E
ngler, D

evelopm
ent D

ir
ector

W
orkdays, continued from

 page 5.....W
e w

ill construct a better
access to LeG

r
ande C

annon and M
t.

 H
elena from

 adjoining neighborhoods
.

C
u

rre
n

tly, p
e

o
p

le
 rea

ch
 L

e
G

ra
n

d
e

 from
 th

e
 to

p
 o

f Pow
e

r S
tre

e
t by

negotiating a steep hill, then clim
bing over or under an old guar

drail. W
e

w
ill create a terraced step system

, add a handrail and rem
ove the old guardrail

for easier access
.

W
e w

ill construct a trail on one of H
elena’s new

est open space
parcels, the H

ill parcel near G
old Rush A

venue. This trail w
ill  create a trail

link between G
old Rush Avenue and S

outh H
ills Road. T

his is the beginning
of w

hat w
e hope w

ill be a m
or
e com

prehensive trail system
 on the east

side, an area that has relatively few
 official trails or connections to the r

est
of the trail system

.
W

e are looking at som
e other m

ajor tr
ail connections that are still in

the works. W
e’ll keep you posted as we have m

ore details.
M

onday M
ay 1, 5:30 – 8:00 pm

. Reroute of H
olter S

treet A
ccess. M

eet at
the top of H

olter.
M

o
n

d
ay M

ay 2
2

, 5
:3

0
 –

 8
:0

0
 p

m
. D

u
m

p
 G

u
lch

/M
cK

e
lvey Tra

il
m

aintenance. M
eet at D

um
p G

ulch Trailhead.
M

o
n

d
ay Ju

n
e

 5
, 5

:3
0

 –
 8

:0
0

 p
m

. H
ills Pa

rce
l tra

il
construction. M

eet at W
inscott Lane and G

old Rush.
M

o
n

d
ay Ju

ly 1
0

 5
, 5

:3
0

 –
 8

:0
0

 p
m

. Pow
e

r S
tre

e
t

connection to LeG
rande and M

t. Helena Access reroute.
M

eet at the top of H
olter S

treet.
M

onday S
eptem

ber 18, 5:30 – 8:00 pm
. 

H
obbes H

ill
Trail. M

eet at Lim
e K

iln R
d. and Arrow

root D
rive. (P

lease
note that this project is tentative.)

A
s 

a
lw

ays, 
ke

ep
 

tab
s 

o
n

 
o

u
r 

web
site,

w
w

w.pricklypearlt.org,  for the latest inform
ation.

- 
E

m
m

e
tt 

P
u

r
ce

ll, 
Tra

ils 
A

ssista
n

t 
&

 
A

n
d

y 
B

a
u

r
,

E
xecutive  D

irector

Tra
il W

a
lks, co

n
tin

u
e

d
 fro

m

page 5....H
ills. M

eet the group at the

B
L

M
 tra

il a
cce

ss ro
a

d
 ju

st o
ff

S
now

drift R
oad at 7 pm

. C
all the

office for m
ore detailed directions.

O
ur walk w

ill be approxim
ately 2

m
iles long, and if the fire conditions

p
e

rm
it w

e
 w

ill h
ike

 to
 a

 sce
n

ic

overlook of the M
issouri R

iver.

O
ur final hike of the season

w
ill be on S

eptem
ber 19.  W

e w
ill

hike the new
ly constructed H

obbs

H
ill Tra

il a
n

d
 exp

lo
re

 so
m

e
 n

ew

view
s of the H

elena area. Join us at

5:30 pm
 at the intersection of Lim

e

K
iln and A

rrow
 Root R

oads.

For up to the m
inute details and guest

experts, please check the website at

w
w

w.pricklypearlt.org.  - D
aw

n N
orth,

B
oard M

em
ber

©
 IM

B
A

©
 P

hoto courtesy of W
arriors’ M

ark, G
inter PA



A
s th

e
 d

a
ffo

d
ils blo

o
m

 in
 o

u
r ga

rd
e

n
s a

n
d

w
ildflow

ers brighten our w
inter hillsides

, our thoughts
turn tow

ard the landscape and P
P

LT’s land protection
efforts.  T

his w
inter we com

pleted five conservation
easem

ents, and are now
 focusing on working w

ith private
landow

ners in the H
elena Valley to determ

ine the best
strategies for conserving their fam

ily farm
s and ranches

and their im
portant values. In addition, w

e hope to
protect several  parcels bordering M

t. H
elena and M

t.
A

scension.
H

ave you ever looked to the north of H
elena

under a starry sky and seen the unlit 
‘black hole’ in the

N
orth V

alley area?  This relatively undeveloped area
is a m

arvelous m
osaic of ranches, w

etlands, scattered
hom

es, and w
ildlife, only m

inutes from
 dow

ntow
n

H
elena.  B

ut if you’ve driven out there lately, you’ve
u

n
d

o
u

b
te

d
ly n

o
tice

d
 th

e
 a

cce
le

ra
tin

g
 ra

te
 o

f
developm

ent that is threatening water quality, rural
lifestyles, scenic beauty

, and w
ildlife habitat.

T
h

a
n

ks 
in

 
p

a
rt 

to
 

D
ep

a
rtm

e
n

t 
o

f
E

nviro
n

m
e

n
ta

l Q
u

a
lity fu

n
d

in
g, w

e
 h

ave
 b

eg
u

n
connecting w

ith these lando
w

ners.  W
e are working

w
ith

 w
illin

g
 la

n
d

ow
n

e
rs to

 h
e

lp
 th

e
m

 resto
re

im
portant natural areas and create potential long-term

protection strategies such as conservation easem
ents.

M
any of these properties have been in a fam

ily for
generations, and the landowners are facing challenging

decisions as de
velopm

ent encroaches upon their ranches.
  To help explain conservation options to rural

landow
ners, P

P
LT

 created a new
 brochure that provides

inform
ation on conservation easem

ents and w
etlands.  If

you would like to receive one of these brochures, please
contact us.  S

everal N
orth V

alley residents have expressed
interest in protecting or restoring their properties, and we
look forw

ard to establishing relationships w
ith them

 that
help them

 reach their m
anagem

ent goals and enhance our
com

munity.
- D

iane B
oyd, Land P

rotection C
oordinator

2006 Trail W
alks

P
rickly Pear Land Trust w

ill be offering its fourth
season of sum

m
er trail walks.  T

his is a great w
ay to

explore new
 trails, revisit old favorites, m

eet interesting
people, and learn m

ore about the
outdoors and P

P
LT!

T
he first walk w

ill be on June 20 th

at 7 pm
.  W

e w
ill be hiking the

S
how

-M
e-The-H

orse Trail for the
first tim

e.  A
 lo

ca
l w

ild
flow

e
r

exp
e

rt w
ill jo

in
 u

s to
 h

e
lp

 u
s

identify plants along the hik
e.  T

his
w

alk has both 3 and 6 m
ile options

– you choose!  M
eet the group at

the  D
um

p G
ulch Trailhead.

O
n July 18 w

e w
ill explore the

R
ocky Road trail on B

om
part H

ill.
T

his is an opportunity to view
  m

ountain m
ahogany, w

hich
is uncom

m
on in our ar

ea.   A
 local geologist w

ill be on
hand to interpret the rock form

ations we’ll see.  T
his is

about a three m
ile hike. M

eet at 7 pm
 at the B

eattie S
treet

Trailhead.
O

n A
ugust 15 our board president C

onnie C
ole w

ill lead
a hike in the N

orth H
ills area.  W

e w
ill be joined by a

B
LM

 em
ployee to discuss tr

avel m
anagem

ent in the N
orth

Focus on C
onnections

C
ontinued on page 6, see W

orkdays
C

orridor...C
ontinued from

 page 1   A
ction C

om
m

ittee is successful in ne
gotiating for the acquisition of the right-of-

w
ay from

 B
urlington N

orthern S
anta Fe Railroad.

    F
unds raised w

ill be used to acquir
e the right-of-way, convert the line to non-m

otorized use, and create a long-term
m

anagem
ent fund.  Recreation Trails, Inc., the group credited for developing the fantastic R

ivers E
dge Trail, is coordinating

efforts on the G
reat Falls end, in addition to P

rickly Pear Land Trust’s efforts overall.
“T

his is  an exciting project, but we need to m
ake sure the project works for the property ow

ners and businesses
along the route if is to be successful,

” said Andy B
aur, E

xecutive D
irector of P

rickly Pear Land Trust.  “P
rickly Pear Land

Trust can play a vital role in keeping com
munications open and ensuring tha

t landow
ner concerns are addressed.”

T
he line passes thr

ough the com
munities of W

olf C
reek, C

raig, C
ascade, and U

lm
, over 48 bridges and through

5 tunnels.  N
otable features include the M

issouri R
i

ver, the route of Lew
is and C

lark and the C
orps of D

iscovery, N
ative

A
m

erican sites, a variety of geologic features and Tow
er Rock S

tate Park.
“W

e believe the tim
e has com

e to w
ork w

ith B
N

S
F

 as there has been lim
ited r

ail traffic on this line in the past f
ive

years because of riverbank stability problem
s near U

lm
,

” said Ken E
den, A

ction C
om

m
ittee m

em
ber
.  “O

ur first priority
is to m

aintain the right-of-way for future recreational use if it could be econom
icall

y viable.  A
 recreational trail, through

the use of rail banking, seem
s to m

ake perfect sense.”
T

he C
orridor of D

iscovery Trail has the potential to be one the na
tion’s finest recreational corridors. W

hile it m
ay

take several years, the action com
m

ittee is com
m

itted to w
orking w

ith supporters, landow
ners and com

munities along the
route to ensure that this trail’s benefits far outweigh its potential challenges. W

e’ll keep you inform
ed as the project m

oves
forw

ard so hang on and enjo
y the  ride! - B

etsy B
aur
, C

orridor of D
iscover

y

Land C
onservation:

M
aking It H

appen!
2006 Trail W

orkdays
For the sixth year, P

rickly Pear Land Trust is
coordinating trail work on H

elena open lands
.  O

nce again
w

e have som
e great com

munity projects lined up including
the installation of trail m

arkers on
the trail system

. O
ver the years

w
e

 h
ave

 h
a

d
 fee

d
b

a
ck fro

m
vo

lu
n

te
e

rs th
at w

e
e

ke
n

d
s a

re
p

re
cio

u
s a

n
d

 th
e

re
 a

re
 m

a
n

y
co

m
p

e
tin

g
 eve

n
ts. In

 lig
h

t o
f

these com
m

ents, w
e are m

aking
a

n
 im

p
o

rta
n

t ch
a

n
ge

 in
 o

u
r

sch
e

d
u

lin
g

: 
A

L
L

 
T

R
A

IL
W

O
R

K
D

A
Y

S
 W

IL
L

 B
E

 O
N

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 E
V

E
N

IN
G

S
  instead

of S
aturday m

ornings.
In

 th
e

 p
a

st ye
a

r n
e

w
hom

e construction near the top of Holter S
treet and the

east end of Le G
rande C

annon B
oule

vard have im
pacted

trail access to M
t.

 H
elena Park. W

e w
ill reroute the access

at the top of H
olter S

treet allow
ing uninterrupted access

to the Park from
 the upper west neighborhood.

S
im

ilarly, w
e w

ill relocate another im
pacted access

route to M
t. H

elena Park including the construction of a
sustainable trail, plus closure and reclam

ation of existing
erosion prone trails.

©
 A

ndy B
aur

©
 IM

B
AC

ontinued on page 6, see T
rail W

alks

P
hoto G

allery


